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Ehold that holy Cell where Nunnes abide, 


| And doe in Lzbons Monaſt'ry reſide. 
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A Here is the wall in which a gratedoth ſtand, 
Dividing juſt the ſame oneither hand, 

B Within a Fryer ſittcth on his ſeat, 
And as Confeſſcr doth the Nunnes mtreat. 

C Without a Nun doth kneele, who ſtraight begins 


| With fober-looke to utter all her fiance. - 


D But if you looke upon the other ſide, 
A fleighter grate doth ſuch a wall divide : 
Which up and downe is lifted at their leaſure, 
As Nunnes and Frycrs one another pleaſure ; 
For rather then ſhee11 diſobedient bee, 
Shee under creepes, as youthe fame may ſee, 

E Thence doe they checrtly pace it arme 1n armc, 
Fryers have power ſilly Nunnes to charme, 

F So ona bed they wantonclip and kiſle, 
There's nothing in a Nunnery amiflc. 

G Then doth a banquet on a Table ſtand, 
And from the bed hee leads her by the hand; 
Whercat they cate, carouſe, and kifle againez 
And, in a word, doe no delight refraine, 

H Till Robinſon doth fret to ſee the guile, 
How ſuch diflemblers at the world can {mile : 
So ina fury hee the Curtaine takes, 
And open wide, with cither hand it ſhakes 
Bidding all men (bchold) how they collude, 
And doe poore ſilly Novices delude, (ſcorne, 

7 For though they doc pretend the Worlds brave 
Yet totheir ſecret Vaults treaſure is borne; | 
And riches comes in many wayes beſide : 
Thus have they reaſon England to deride. 
They doe indecd faire chaſtitic profeſle, 
Obcdience, povyertie, and ſceme no lefle : 
But God doth know, and Robinſon can tell, 
All is a bcaſtly falſhood iu this Cell, 
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IN PORTY GALL: 
Diſſeted and laid open by one that was 
ſometime a yonger Brother of the Covent. 


Who (if the grace of God had not prevented him) might have 
growne as old ina wicked life as the oldeſt amongft them. 
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TO THE RIGHT 
VV ORSHIPFYLL, 


Mir. Thomas Gurlin, Maior of theno.. 
lefle ancient then loyall and wel-governed 
Towne of Kings-Linne in Norfolke, and his 
Woerſhiptulk Brcthren, the Alder-- 
amen of the fame,&c.. 


FD CANDY HH E induſtrious and painefull 
We 12385 Seaman, Right Worſhipfull(that 
2g I'may go no farther for an ex- 


"JL 


> ample then mine ovvne Pro- 


|  ſeion , becauſe quod ſupra nos nihil ad nos ) 


| being I ; long rime crofſed with unfavora- 
' ble winds, perfifi iſteth notwithſtanding i in 


attempting to attaine to his defired Port: 
| which nor being able to atchievedirect- 


 ly,and upon a preciſe rhomb or point, he 
| maketh his way by divers Mzanders and 


| crooked turnings, lying ſometimes Eaſt, 


and anon Weſt, lo neere his courle as the 
| wind will permit, and by this meanes at 
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length he ankoreth in the wiſhed harbor. | 

| Evenſo my ſclte _ of along time de- 

| t occalioor means 


| fired to recover ſome 
(as my moſt wiſhed Port) to expreſle a 
thankfull minde unto your Worſhips, for 
no ſmal benefits formerly conferred upon 
me, (4 bene apud memores cveteris ſtat gra- 
tiafatt ) could never, through contrarie 
winds of adverſe fortune, arrive there in 
ſafety: but havebad alopg traverſe to and 
fro, with litcle likelihood of fayrer wea- 
ther,till now at length, with my bowlins 
ſharpe haled(pardon I-pray you my ruder 
Sea-phraſe ).I haye doubled the Cape of 
good Hope.from whence I am- bold to ſend | 
you this fcſt returne of what I long lance 
rook up of you upon intereſt, it being not- 
withſtanding no way of worth to'coun- 
tervaile any (though the leaſt) part of the 
debt I owe you. For it is now ſome yeeres | 
agone that I ſer aile from the haven of your 
helpe;bound for the Port of Prudence, (the 
Vniverſitie of (/ambridge. ) being fully 
fraughted wich your favor & friendſhip: 
wherethrough mine own negligence(let 
me 
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me ever ſigh ro remember it)having fore- 
| [ſlowed my beſt Market , and letting goe 
my moſt precious commodity(my Time) 


DzDpicaTORY, 


at anunder-value,l remaineda great loſer 
by my voyage ; not being able ro make 
unto you(my Worſhiptull Creditors)ſuch | 
ſatisfaction as you might jultly expect. 
And now entring into a conſideration of 
your gentle forbearance of me, I doomed 
my ſelfe worthy to bearethe brand of in- 
gratitude, if | ſhould forget you. Where- 


upon, not as any part of payment, bur as 
arecognizance and acknowledgement of 


ing Diſcourſe , being not more plaine in 
the manner,than true inthe matter. If zou 


that debt and duty which I owe to your | _ 
| Worſhips, [preſumeto ſend you this enſus 


trance, [ have what defired , and inthe 

hope thereof (alwaies praying for your 

proſperity and welfare) I reſt EP 
Your Worſbips dutifull Debtor, 


TnOMas RoninsoONn, 


ſhall daigne to give it favourable accep-| 


TROPICS 228 7 ONS 
 *, -, Tothe indifferent Reader. - 


E ader af the Title of thy books; being The 
Ay Anatomie of the Engliſh Nunnecle at | 
$a Lisbon,doe make thee expett ſome. ( byrar- 
 gicall Myſteries, or profound Letlure xpon 
a aifſefted body let me ſatigfte thee, &- ſave 
UFCS' thee alabor inreading it;for thou art much 
decerveds the Author hereof #8 a man of no ſuch Science; 
| being better skilled 4nT ackes Sheats Braces, Bowlins,c, 
(frange words perchance to thy under ſtanding, and yet no 
cunting ) than in Peines, Sinews, Muſcles and Arteries, 
Tet what hee promiſeth by the Title, hee hath performed in 
the Treatiſe, and hathtraly anatomized this handmayd of | 
the Whore of Babylon ;/aying open hey principal veines and 
| ſfmewes mſneh ſort, that he 14 bold to challenge the proud'ſt | 
Dottor of her acquaintgnoe to traduce hu Worke, or to tax 
him of the leaſt untruth 51 what he hath. written : for here | 
« nothing publiſhed , but what hu owne Experience, being | 
optima magiſtra , hath targht hin , and whereof he hat 
been oculatu; teſtis, Qnly the phraſe hee uſeth 14 like hing- 
ſelfe blunt and antlegant ; for, Ex quolib=t ligno non fit 
| Mercurius: winke therefore a1ittle at the method avd ſir- 
vey the matter it ſelfe with the wide-open eyes of thy nn- 
Aerſftanding, and ſpare not, And if thou be not already ad. | 
diftedtoo much to Popery , thou maiſt peraduentare , finde 
| a preſervative againſt it, Howſacver here it preſenteth it 
ſelfe to the view of the world; be it well or ill accepted , sr 
maketh not much matter: for the Author will alwates car- 
| ry this comfort about him, A. good Condcicnce is a conti- 
nuall Feaſt, 'F#/e, 
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S222 Aving by reaſon of my Calling been 
A0;.1-4; < * oftentimes occaſioned to travell be- 
Raz & yond the Seas: Ir fo chanced, that I 
YN Was once (through divers accidents) 
. drivento have ſome conference with 
Father Seth , alias Toſeph Fofter , an Engliſh Frier 
in Lsbon, and the ſole Confeſſor of a Covent 
of Engliſh Nunnes reſiding in the ſame Citie; | 
who by his ſubtill and wily fetches, cnticed me 
to abide with him in the houſe, imploying me 
daily in copying out certaine Treatiſes of Obe- 
dience, which he had compoſed for the Nunnes. 
And after a while having deprived me of meanes 
to depart from him, by taking away my apparel!, 
and putting mee into a diſguized fooliſh habit 
( of which I was heartily aſhamed ) both hee and 
the Abbeſe, with ſome other of the Siſters 
(as they call them ) never ceaſed to urge me by | 
B 
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deepe 
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| dee pe-diliembled inircarics and perſwaſion, till I 
hac given conſent to become a ho'y Brother and 
| Mzſie piieſt in the houſe, for I had ſoone attained 
j to more $kY inthe Rebrick, that every (1) aveling is 
ordinarily accuſtomed to have, and could readily 
a There ere not | (4) find out and know my Maſle by the great Let-. 
r wb —_ | terat the beginning of itz and more than that, I | 
have no other | Could fing Ave regina, &Salve ſanttapartns,which 
meanes ro fund | js [earning enough in conſcience for any Abbey- | 
_— | Jubber, unlefſe hee be too unreaſonable. So.that 
have found it , | now there wanted nothing to my taking of Or- 
Ch ——_ | ders, fave onely that my minoritie and want of 
OO 7 | yeeres hindred it ; wherefore inthe meane time I 


are not able to a _— l | 
continued in writing over divers books for them, 


conſtrue two 
_— and amongſtthe reſt, the Regiſter oftheir Houſe, 
| whereby 7 came to ſome underſtanding of their 
; eftate, beginning and ſucceſle untill this preſent, 
{ Which for theſatisfationofthe Reader, thought 
' g00d to ſet downe as briefly as I conld, before I 
| ' proceed any farther, or ſpeake of their manners 
and converſation. _ | | 
| Firſttherfore forthe Houſe. The Nunstherof 
| do challenge (and indeedtruly) a ſucceſſion from 
the Abbey of S:ox in England', now belongin 
b See Stowes | tothe Earle of Northumberland, (b) which houſe 
veronicle 3 | together with another Monaſteric of Carihaſian 
os Monkes, called $hyne, being both ſcituated upon 
| the Thames were erectedand built by King Henry 
the 3*, at his return from his famous Conqueſt in. 
| France.In which two houſes heeſtabliſhedan Or- | 
| der, that tothe end of the world there ſhould be |. 
| _ { analternate courſe of Prater;ſo that whenthe one | 


had ft 
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PS N unnery at Lubon. 
had finiſhed their devotions , the other ſhould in- 
tantly begin, And being thus founded, that of 


ph was peopled with Carthnſian Monks, & the | 
OtE 


er with Nunsand Fricrs of S.Bri4gets Order, 
But whenit pleaſed the Lord.of his intinit mercy 
to diſperſe and ſcatter thoſe thick clouds of igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition, which had a long time be- 
dimmed the eyes, and darkned-theunderftanding 
of our fore-fatkers, and that the glorious light of 
the Goſpell began to be more and more reſplen. 
dent in the latter end of the raigne of King Henry 
the 8,then as well theſe Houſes,asall other ofthe 
like ſuperſtition were ſubverted,8 aboliſhed, and 


the people of them cither diſmiſſed and ſent home | 


to their friends, or elſe. continuing more obſtinat- 


| ly in their blind zeale,exiled; ſaveonly ſome few 


who for withſtanding the Kings Supremacie, re- 
ceived the reward of Traitors. Among w® Father 
Raynolds the Confeſlor of thoſe Nuns was execu- 
ted. In memory of whom they have painted his 
Picture & maner of execution upon their Church 
walles., eſteeming him as a holy Martyr amongſt 
thetn,as good -as cither © S.Campian,or Beatus Pa- 
ter Henricus Garnet , although that amongſt the' 
leſuites theſe.are little leſſe than Saints... © 
Afer thedeath of this their ghoſtly father,both: 
they.& the Carthuſians of Shyye tranſlated them- 
ſelves, and divers of their(4)Reliques and trinkets 
beyond;the ſeas nto Flaxders, And theſucceſſors 
of theſe tanithed runnagates, ate now the onely. 
ſtumpe which remaineth of that huge tree , that 
whilome ovyer-fpred :and ſhadowed our whole.] 
| _ Country : 


1 
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1the 7e/aites 
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c Aithough that 
Campian , | 
Garnet , azd- 
fach ather of the 
teſuites as dyed 
for Treaſon, are 
no cauonized 
Saints ; yet are 
they beatified by 
the Pope;which 
is the higheſt 
ftep to canoni- 
ration : and e- 
very one of thens * 
1a painted up in ' 


; 
Churches with | 
the Title of 
Beatus Pacer, 
d If they carried 
no reliques with ; 
them,it maketh | 
not much mat- | 
ter, for Ulttle | 
worth i that 
{call or dead 
mars hone, 
which-will not . 
'by becomming, @. 
holy Relique ,, 
4dde ſomething 
fo the Popes 


| Exchequer, 
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Country : whichthe Papiſts (in-regard theſe two 
houſes had both-one foundation, and were as ir 
were linked andried the one to the other)do hold } 
' as miraculous , and doe take it as a ſure figne and 
| tokenof their fature returne from baniſhment ; 
—_ (e) nay ſome of the holieſt of our unholy Siſters, 
| houſe, teeth of , DAVE not doubted (I thinke in imitation of the old | 
many of theſe | Sybils) to prophefie of another golden age, when | 
| prophefies» | they ſhall againe be inſtalled in $507: - but 
which were ſþ0- | . | 
ken by ſundry of | * Admiranda canunt , ſed non credenaa Sorores. | 
the Siſters y a7 | Tknow my Siſters at Lubox' for falſe Prophets in| 
I | rhings than one. Inthe meanetime they of 
| Shyne remaine at Mackbn inthe Low-countries ; 
and the Nuns of $70, after many tranſmigrations 
from Szerick-zce to their Brethren at HMackle ,, 
and from thence to Reay , doe now reſide at L:iſ- 
box. And this ſhall ſuffiſe for the foundation of 
the houſe, and the ſucceſle therof till this preſent. 
' And now(bythe way)it ſhal not be likewife mnch. 
amifle for the ſatisfaR'on of ſuch as have not been. 
| acquainted with Friers buſineſſe, inaword ortwo 
{ to-declare the originall of both theſe Orders, and 
| -| from what Patrons they firſt deſcended. 'Forin 
| the: Catholique Reane Church , zmongſball the: 
'n  {difordered'Orders of fwvariing Locuyſts, which | 
IIS | - _ innumerable , there is ms 
4 . | theirbeginning fromone fuppoſed Saintorother: | 
MM bo andthe ceft fo theſe, © ny CT” 
1a Reade Surkis. 1) Bop the Oarthinfrens: >-tp from (a) one Bro- 
| wpor rhe fs 0] |; 2p inthe Kingdome pc = 60 is aid to have! 
'beene preſent at the-Funerall of a certaine Prief, | 
| | repured:for a holy man in his life : but whehithey | _ 
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| unfrequented;/places, but by little and little obtai- 
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were executing the office gf the dead for him(ac- 
cording rothe ufe-of the Papiſts) it ſeemed they 
had beene deceived ih their imagination. For | 
when the Deacon was come to the Leflon which 
beginnerh',; Reſponde mihi quant as habto iniquita- 
| tes, &5..the dead manfuddenty ſtartup, and ſaid, 
F ocaras ſum,or acouſatus ſam,chulc you whether;. | 
whereupon they deferred his Obſequies untill the | 
next day:, being all atnazedat what had hapned;. 
' when proceeding the fecond time, and comming | 
ro.the ſane words againe , the dead body made 
anſwer , Indicatws ſam. Thenthethird time they 
| begantheir Service, and at the ſame Reſponde hee 
| ſar6 up .andiaid, Cortormatue ſum :'wherwith this. 
 Brenobcingtrickettimoanextreatiie feare , and 
: much troubled, to thinke; that a man ſo generally 
replied torholy,ſhould yetbe damned; determi- 
ned t#leadaioft auſtereandſoltary life: and to 
' thatend , beinp accompanied with a few others, 
who he had: moftprivie to hispurpole, he depar- 
ted16 a defart ftupendious mountaitiecalled Car. 
thufra, where he ived(as they ſayYinpreat regult. 
rity; and;from rhenameofthathillthey eamie to- 
be called Carthuſians;ahd to this daythey prerend 
| more ſeverity and ftridtnes of diſcipline than any 
orheronderof Monks of Erierswhatſorver. How- 
_beit they remaitied not Jong infuch folitary and 


neditheir hauſes in every great citie and'towne;, as | 
wagnificent:; yea and more ſumptuoisthan their | 
fellow-Locuſts;witneſſe the'G harrer-howſein Lon- 
| 40p,winch was once 4 Cageof theſe wicleae birds. 

| Now 
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| . Now for the other houſe of Sr0x:; the Nuns 
| thereof take their begirining from their holy Mo- 
| C—_ > re- | thers (4) Saint Briget, andher daughter Saint Ka- 
Briger, 1 Sat | ,herine. This Saint Briget was of the blood Royall 
of Sueti4; a woman(queſtienleſiczot good under. 
1 ſtandingand{ingular memory,hawbet miſerably 
| { ſeducedand led away by the ſubtil allurements of 
her ghoſtly Father., by whale ,perſwaſtons, and | 
| counſell ſhe went to Rox#e aSa Pilgrimezand com- | 
| ming before the Pope, ſhe-pretended to have di- 
| 
| 


| vers revelations from God 3amongſt which, one } 
| was for the founding of this Order of Nuns, 
which was indeed the chiete marke, that both her 
| ghoſtly Father and ſheaimedat. The 'reft of her | 
{ pretended inſpirations were for the reforming of 
; ſundry abuſes in the Church. Yea, the ſpared-not | 
| totell the Popes holinefſe of many: faultsin:him: 
{clfe: .but hee (likeagood blogd-hound) quickly | 
| ſcented her, & followed her faoting, till he plain- 

| ly perceived trom whom ſhewas ſent; who/bein 
a fellow that might upon diſtaſte prove. a Schil- 
| maticke,, and make ſome reyolr in theſe.1emote] 
Counties from the' Rowe: Qhutch) hee thought 
beſt to be winked ar;and thereupon condiſ.ended| 
| unto. her requeſt,touching the erecting af a houſe} 
of this Order, and-ſo diſnauiſſed het. Bat fheilined 

not long after, (whethet his:Halinefſe had procu- 
| ed ſome: mudicumto be miniſtred unto her,or no, | 
| it is doubtful) yet in her eaughters daies the buſi- 
[ | neſſe.came-to ;perfetion.;: and the firſt houſe: of 
| this Qrder wasat a place called #-arfleen in Smerh. 
| land; from whence Ur ROS gg 

LNG 3 re 


Pn = PE EI—_ PR 


_—___M— —_— — 


_—@flSSMZT coo —_ —— y _ _ ns. Gas, an —— bo —— —emoneomgnennhtt> > 
- Ma ba —af s . 


ons - -- _ 


X JM 


Nunnery at Lyben, 
red into England, to propagate their Rules and 
Ceremonies in $10» houſe, when it was firſt built, 


The magnificence of this Covent in- former 
times hath beene by the report of the now-living | 


any extraordinary repute z neither are the people 
of it for birth and parentage equall to their pre- 
deceſſors,who were wont to be of good deſcent : 
wheras.now (ſave only afew )they are Recuſants 
daughters of the meaner ſort, 8lilly tender-hear- | 
ted chamber- maids, who have had the cuſtody of 
ſuch.Seminaries and Jeſuites, as reſorted to their 
Maſters houſes in Enz/and, at ſuch times as they 
have beene mewed up tor teare of Croſſe and his 
(a). Dog, and durſt not adventure abroad in any 
of their ruffling diſguiſes, to ſeeke out for more 
change of paſture; (like farher Strange the Jeſuit) 
where, making a vertue(or rather a vice)o! necel- 
ſity, the ghoſtly children have miniſtred to their 
ſpirituall fathers inall things: and by ſuch. meanes 
having gotren a clap, divers of them (6.) become 
Nuns : and with a rabble of ſuch like (iuffe, is this 
houſe of Sox much repleniſhed , there being of | 
them in all be: ween 40 & 50, whcreot onely five 
are ſtrangers, andthe reſt all Z»g/;fb. The names 
of ſo many ofthem as can at-preſent remember, 
I have atthe end of the Booke ſct.downe, for.the 
ſatisfaQtion of ſuch as deſire to know them; 


hath the title of a Familiar : and well may they 


call him ſo; for he will be drunke familiarly tourc 


Nuns very admirable : at this preſent it is not of | 


There are likewife three Fricrs, the Confefſor | 
and rwo more; and a ſimple beſotred fellow, who | 


OT 


| 


a  perillous 
Curre to ſmell 
out a1 eſuit » 07 

a Seminary , 
though they had: 
been never {0 
cloſely cooped 
Up. 


b It is n0 great 
miracle for 6 
whore to become 
a Nun;n'r fir 6 
Nun to become | 
8 whore. 
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Ia Thi: Flood 
cauſed the leſt- 
ires at Lisbon 
to ſpend a great 
deale of money 
on Powder, 0n 4 
Feſtruall day, a 
1 little before the 
1 Powder-trea- 
1 ſon in England 
| foould have been 
1 effeded, thereby 
to make expert» 
{ ence of the farce 
1 therof. And alſo 
per/ſwaded one 
1 lohn How , («4 
4 merchant whou 
he had perver- 
{ tcd) and divers 
] other Catholikes 
{ t0 gae over into 
{ England, and to 
| 
! 
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| expe thety re- 
dewmption there , 
(as be 6altedit) 
{ awhile. 

b In all theſe 

| places there are 


Englijh Nunne- 


| ries, but v0ne 
that have con- 
tinued ever ſince 
the ſuppreſſion 
of Abbeys in 
Englaxd , ſave 
onely that at 
Lishon. 


| 


or five times every weeke; by reaſon whereof he 
is not apparcllcd in any religions habit, but goerh 
like anrordinary ſecular man,to the end the Houſe 
ſhould be the leſſe ſcandalized by him: for now ſo 
many doe not take notice of his drunkenneſſe as 
would, if they ſhould ſee him in ateligions habit. 

And rhis is the whole company oftiie Houſe at 


this time : bur now jf any man demand, how and }. 


by what meanes they are brought thitherz and by 
whom they are maintained : let him know, that 
there lurkcth in England an arch-Traitour , one | 
(a) Henry Flood aJeluit, who is chiefe Agent for 
the tranſporting of Nunnes, both to (6) Brexels, 
Greveling, Lisbon,or any other place; and whither 
he pleaſcth to ſend them,thitherthey muſt goe. If} 
they have no portion,and perhaps ſome little ho- þ 
neſty, they are not for the Jeſuites tooth , Aquila 
n0n capit Muſcas, they mult packe to Greveling,to 
the poore bare. footed -Clares.If they have a ſmall 
portion, that likes notthe Jeſuit neither : a pound 
of butter is nothing amongſt a crue of hungrie | 
Hounds; nec vacat exignw rebns adeſſe Tovizthen a-| 
way they trudgeto Lubor, where they areallow'd 
daily five crownes, and their bread, and many a 
good almes beſide is often beſtowed upon them, 
Burt if they have a good round ſumme for their 
dowrie, ab Inferns nulla eft redemptio, there is-no 
plucking them out of the Jeſuites jawes; they are 
ſtamped for Bruxels, and thither muſt they goe;' 
where Fitzherbert & his fellow-Jeſuits wil quick- 
1y diſpoſſefſe them of all worldly cares and vani-! 


ties, and (like ſubtill Alchymiſts) refine them out 


—_ 


of 
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Nunnery at Lubon. \ W_ | 
of their filyer and goldendrofie, intoamore fub- 
lime eſtare and condition, and will cherifh and | 
nouriſh them,cven intheir owne boſomes : ſuch a 
[burning zeale have they towardsthem. | 
And this is. the manner after which our Recu- | 
{ſants daughters in Zzg/and arc tranſlated into'o- 
ther Countries, to take ypon them the profeſſion | 
{ of aſolitary life, and to live in poverrie, chaſtitie, | | 
andobedience ; which, how wellthey performe, | 
I ſhall now (God willing) in part declare. 

Firſt therefore for their povertic, I meane of | | | 
the Nuns of Sex , and they profeſle themſelves | 
| the pooreſt of any Engliſh , except them of Saint | 
| Clares Order, It is well knowne, that they bave | 
[ten thouſand pounds at ufe in the Town-houle of | 
Aritwerpe; a great part whereot hath beene given 
them by ſundry. deceaſed Gentlemen in Flanders | 
and Portugal; 8& belide their yeerly penſion. Like- 
wiſe whenthey remained in Frence, they had the 
| cuſtody ofno ſmall ſumme of money, which was | 
{ ſent to them to keep for Door Lopez the Portu- 
eſe, as his reward torpoyloning our late Queene 
Elizabeth of famous memory , which after that 
Traitor(having miſled of his intent)was executed, 
-was remitredtothem for an almes, as the Regi- 
ſter-booke of their houſe, (from whence I had it) 
{ſhameth not to mention. - 

They have likewiſe of late yeares, through the | _ 
poliicke plodding of their Confeſlor, («) given || Acnfim,, | 

| 


' 


——— 


| the Jeſuites noſes a wipe of two thouſand pounds, | fabrum faber 
being the portion of the two daughters of S*A.B, | 9d. 

; Viſcount CAL. whom a Nun of the Houſe (ſome- | | 
' # _times | 
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times a Chambermaid of their fathers) had enti- 
|ced from the Jeſuits. For which, and ſome other | 
| like trickes about a Portugeſe Gentlewoman, the | 
b Ignatius {poſterity of lame * 7gnatizs could almoſt find. in- 
p ver mng yo their hearts toxe-aſſumetheir Patrons firſt profel. 
niard, the glori- | ſton, 6 v4 & arms, to take revenge uponthat old | 
— 5e hypocritical Frier,whichdurſt preſumetobe bet- | 
vie: the 2efurees, | tEr ſtudied in Nic, Machiavilthanthemſelves: yea 
' they ſo threatned him once, th. r he durſt nor goe 
| abroad, leſt they ſhould worke him a miſchiefe, 
Moreover,they have adaily penſion of 5 crowns, 
and Wheat more than ſufhiſeth to ſpend in the- 
houſe. They have Vineyards, Olive-fields, Corn- | 
| ground and houſes, to the value of foure hundred' 
© Evcry mil- | © #4l-rers by the yeere , which was the portion of 
{ reis s rweive | the Portugeſe aforeſaid, whom(being ſole heireto- 
__ oh her father,a man of great wealth)they perſwaded | 
JETER. [robecomeareligious ſiſter intheir Covent. Whar | 
{bould I ſpeak of the ſale of their Maſſes, F meanc 
| the revenues in generall of the Sacr;ffte or Reve- | 
| ſtrie? where,thovgh there be but three Prieſts of , 
| them,and therefore but three Maſſes;and that ne- | 
yer but upon Feſtivall dayes, for the Confeflor | 


- 
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| himſelte will not ſay Maſſe upona work- day, yet | 

| they willtake mony of twenty men,and tell every | 

| one they will ſay for him. Then have they their | 
| Foxes ſent forth inthe 1»4iax and Braſiliap ſhips, 
| with S. Bxzzets image upon them; to which, in a 
ſtorm rhe poore blinded peoplewill contribute li- 

berally;& Sea-men that goe on ſuch long voiages 

| will take up a moneths pay or two aforchand,and: 
(8ive it for Maſlesto be ſaid for their good _ 

ceſle. | 


—— 
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tra ro as, Zh. 


! pounds. For the filver that infhrineth their Re- 


Neaunnery at Lisbon. 
ccſſe. I have knownethis in on yeere worth ſixe 
hundred ##z/-rezs unto them. Divers other meanes 
| they have to get money :' as by putting -a good 
ſumme intothe hands of a couple of young Mer-! 
chants, whom they have perverted to their Reli- 
ion : andtheſe mendeale forthem under a co- 
our. So thatT may boldly ſay, (for I have heard 
Foſter him(elfe ſpeakeit , and I have partly (eene | 
it)thatall charges and expenſes ofthe Houſe being 
payed, they doe yecrely lay up * ſixe hundred 


liques,and fortheirChurch-place,I knownot how 
toyalue it; but it-is withont doubt both plentifull 
and maſſie ; for there bee few of their rotten Re- 
liques but axe ſet infilver. - They have two armes 
of Themas of Canterbury, notwithſtanding all his 
bones were burned in Exg/ard,when Popery was 
ſuppreſt;ſotharthey will make of hini a Briarews, 
or a centimanus Gygas, as douvtlefle he was in his 
life, a very obſtinate Prelate to his Prince. And 
for Saint Yrſla, ſhee muſtneeds be a diva trifor- 
#15,0r a triceps Heccate ; for they have ane of het 
heads ; and there is another of them at Co/ex,and 
the third at Rewe.Then haue they the bones of S, 
Bridget and her daughter, and ſundry Reliques of 
Saint Avenftine;from whoſe ruletherrs is derived: 
There is * the milke of our Lady, the blood of | 
Hales,which was held ſo preciqus in Ex9/apd;and 
(fir: xeverence.) there is a piece of old Þ Tyborne, 
which the Jeſuites ſtole away out of Zxzland;be: 
cauſe it had beene honoured by ſo many of their 


| brethren , which is had in lirtleleſſe eſteeme then 


a 4nd 't i; n0 
{mall ſumme of 
money that hee | 
ſexdeth to his 
kiadredin Tork- 
ſire, that are | 
Hapiſts : but he | 
will achnow- | 


ledge none of 
them that are 
Proteſtants. 


a Beleeve it 
that (if. 

b Athough they | 
cannot «ide the | 
leſuites,yet they 
love their Gat- 
lowes , becauſe 
therehy they get 
money. 
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the holy Crofle: for (ſay they) as the Maſter died | 
onthat,ſo his Diſciples died upon this. And theſe b 
are all ſer in filver,and richly adorned, Then have 
theyalittle childs leg, which Ithink they may rru- 
ly call as they do; forthey ſay itis a leg of the 17- 
| nocents; and doubtles fo it is, for Icould (if I were 
c Saxaipſa | inthe houſe) go very neere (c) aplacein a Wall, 
q erabeſque10- | where I could fetch out both legs and armes ot 
QUENLUT. . . . . 
poore innocent baſtards, which might evidently 
prove, that there is knaverie in dawbing. 

And having hereby giveti a ſufficient inſtance 
| of their proverty, Lwil now proceedto ſpeakalit- 
tle of their chaſtity; which is asſcarſc'and penuri- | 
| ous,as their povertie is plenteous. Neither can it 
| be otherwile ; forthey have Sodoms provocations 
BH to Sin, Pride, Fulneſſe of bread, and abundance 
| | of Idlenefle. As for their Pride, though it be not 
outwar-ly In gorgeous and curious attire, yetare 
they poſ{fed with a vain-glorious pride of hypo- 
crifte,and diſſembled ſanGity. Fortheir fulneſle of 
bread, who knoweth:not that they (like the Ca- 
terpillers of Egypt ) doe cate up the fat and beſt 
fruits of the Land? for what the Purveyors of the 

| | Fice-roy have forſaken inthe market(as too deare) 

| { T have knowne the Catour-of this bouſe to. buy, at | 
| unreaſonable rates for their ghoſtly fathers table, | 
| and for ſuch of his Chickens as he moſt aftced: 
* | whoſegreateſt (and indeed only) care is, to prove 

|  Skilful inthe confe@ion and dreſſing of {uch dain- 
ty Cates as may beſt pleaſe their wanton palates. 
And well de they manifeſt the abundance of Tdle- 
| | neſſe that is mthem, when at ſundry times playing | 
upon | 
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Nunnery at Lyubon. i 
upon their Inſtruments for their Fathers recreati- 
on , they ſing him ribaldrous Songs and Jiggs, as | | 
that of Bonny Nell , and ſuch other obſcene and | 
ſcurrilous Ballads, as would makea chaſte careto | 
glow at the hearing of them, and which I would | 
ſcarſe have believed would have procceded out 
of their mouthes, had I not heard them with my. 
OWNe- Cares. | 

And now againe for the Houſe : whereas all 0- 0 
ther Religious Houſes are under the Juriſdiction 
of Provincialsof their ownOrder medzate,and un- 
der the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe rmmediate,yct this | 
is not ſubjected to cither : For as for a Provinciall | 
| they have none, inregard thereare no more hou. 
ſes of that Order; neith-r would the Archbiſhop 
of Libox take them into his jurifdidtion at their 
firſt coming into Fortugad, fearing leſt that being | | 
ſtrangers , aid at that time pretending want and 
poverty,he ſhould afterward be driven to ſuftaine 
and relievethem; they being forbidden to beg by 
their rule : and ſo he put them off with a oz xov: | 
205, telling them he never knew nor heard that | | 
{a) frayles y freiras, Friers and Nuns ſhould keep | * 41their fri } 
& dweltogether al ſub eodem teeFo,under the ſame | Tic, _ 
roofe. Whereuponthey were conſtrained to en- | were little ſer 
rertaine that famous Arch-Jeſuite Father Parſons ww — 
| to be their Sollicitorto the Pope, who then tooke | their Golend 
them into his prote@ion , & appointed his Numczo aro, ſo toge= | 
«poftatics, reſident in Lisben, to have the care and |;zz;; y ay 
charge of them : and he againe being bribed and | bling barh wor - 
preſented with gifts by Father Fofter,& dwelling |'%* « tire 
far fromthe houle, is ſatisfied with what hee tel- A 
| S23-. leth 


| 


— 
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leth him, and never commeth to viſitthe Nuns as 
| he ought, andto enquire and demand their grie- | 
| vances; butpermitteth him to play rex over them. 
at his. own pleaſure. Whereupon tis pitrifull and 
miſcrablexo behold the condition of theſe filly ſe- 
dyced women:for they nc ther dare nor can com- 
plaine toany body , being ſeldome permitted to 
ſpeak evento them that are of the houſe as well as 
themſelves, but only at ſuch-times when the Ab. | 
beſle is preſent : except it be ſhethat keepeththe 
Grate, and ſome others that are in officeamong lt | 
them ; and theſeare all the yonger and more per- 
ſonable Women, being by this Foſters politique 
contriving ſo placed of purpoſe, thatby and with | 
them he may the more freely enjoy the ſcope of 
hislaſcivious and facrilegious defire. And theſe 
women having predominance over the others 
whom want of beauty and favour hath made deſ- 
picable inthe eyes of this old Sion , doe (accor- 
| ding tothe paſſionateneſſe of their mindes) more 
| and more vex their poore fellow-priſoners.Forit 
| is the {ubtilty of this perfidious wretch, to ſet 
| them at variance among-themſelves, and to cauſe 
them to accuſe one another, to th'intent they 
ſhqu!d not dare to truſt one another with the com. | 
plaint of their griefes; and ſo whilſt they remaine 
ina jealouſte of cach others ſecrecy and aide;they 
ſhould never be able -to contrive any meanes to 
free themſelves from thisthraldome. | 
At this ſtay doth he keep them: and not ſo con- 
tent, he will make themto Article one againſt the | 
| —_— writing.It was my chance one day to find 
| a 


— 


1 
| 
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| | Nunnery at Lubos. I5 
a paper of theſe Articles in a walke inthe Friers 
Garden, which had unawares falne from him; be- | 
ing drawne by one Siſter Anre,alias oſepha Bing- | 
ham,againſt Siſter Sn{an Bacon: Whercin the ſaid 
Siſter (6) Suſan ſtood accuſed, tor blaming her. mod Nos 
ghoſtly Father, and the Abbeſle and Prioreile of | warcexamired 
partiality to ſome of their children more thanto | Ky _—_ | 
arena (> that ſhe had upbraided this ſiſter 79ſe- | fined hefree | 
#ha(being a deare darling of Father Fofters)otioo | from ſuch aty- 
much familiarity with Father Garnes the Powder py nn 
Traitor, (c) whoſe carefull keeper ſhee had of a | of honibte 
long time been, when he lurked in Ez2/and at her _—_ l 
| M's houſe. Alſo that another of her gholtly Fa- 1 | 
thers minions had a baſtard by a Prieſt in England | fendyref the 
(whoſe name becauſe ſhe is lately dead,l wil paſle | —_— 
over in ſilence) and that if ſhee had beene a little | which hapned 
 morehoneſt, & alittle lefſe perſonable, ſhe ſhould | 2% /o#4 at | 
not have been one of the upper Regiment... With ;jve, arhough it 
this and a great deale more of ſuch like ſtuffe was | be now proved 
this paper farſed;and with theſe and the like accu- |? c—_—_ | 
ſations one of another, are theſe filly womendaily | 
buſied. So thatT havegenerally obſerved inthe 
ſuperiours of this houfe an egregrious negle& and 
contempt of theirrule and vowed profetiion : and 
inthe reſt an extraordinary maligning and envy: | 
ing againſt one another, And ſo much the beter 
cou'd I obſerve this and all other my narrations, 
by how much I grew to be a moreneere and daily 
attendant about the Confeſlorsfor at length,what 
with my long conrinuange in the houſe, and the 
ſmall ſuſpect they had of my forſaking them, and 
what for want of one toſerve himat al occaſions;I 


_ | became 
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i became to be oftentimes admitted even into his 
privat houſe of iniquity, where he uſeth ro fit and 
heare the confeſſions ofthe Nuns. In which houſe 
being very dark, there iSagrate of ironthat look- 
cth into the Nuns partition or fide; and this grate 
4 | (howſoever it ſeeme ſubſtantial & firme)may be, 
and is with a flcight eaſily taken out, whereby the 
ſiſters have free egreſle & regreſle into his cham- 
ber whenrhey liſt, and he tothem: forthe Abbeſle 
hath her bed not far from his Grate, where there 
| is alſo a chimney ſo convenient that he may. take 
the benefit of the fire into his roome, in which he 
+ uſeth to dine and ſup , having his meat ſerved him 
by the Nun,through a wicket inthe wall: & when 
he is merrily diſpoſed,(as that is not ſcldom)then 
muſt his darling X ate-X nightly play him a merry 
fit,and ſiſter Mary Zrook,or ſome other of his late- 
come Wags muſt fing him one bawdy ſong or 0- 
ther to digeſt his meat. Then after ſupperit is uſu. 
| all for him to reade alittle of Yenrus and Adons,the | 
Jeſts of George Peele, or. ſome ſuch ſcurrilous 
Book: for there are few idle Pamphlets printediin 
| Enzland which hc hath not inthe houſe, being cis | - 
| | ther brought over to'his ſonne-Peter, the drunken 
| : Familiar aforeſaid , by Seamen: orelſe happen- | 
| ing intothe hands of Father Newman att Engliſh | 
| { Pricſt, who hath an office in the Inquiſition houſe | 
to peruſe all Exg{zſh books that are brought into | 
| Leon. And he, I truſt, ſhall have the fight of 
| this, wherein if he uſe agood conſcience, kee 
muſt needs teſtife with mee the truth of many 
| things hercin conta'ned ; for he 1s one that knows 
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' more of theſe people than any but themlſelves,or 
ſome that have lived among(t them. 

If I ſhould repeateall their unchaſt pratiſes, I | 
ſhould make the Chriſtian. Reader bluth at them: | 
orif I ſhouldicllof all the obſcene bawdry which 
I have ſcene, I maight recount as many iereligious | 
-prankes as-would fill a great Volume : but ir ſhall 


7 


ſuffice forthe skilfull by the length of their foot, 
-tojudge of theproportion of their whole body. 
And how fortheir Obedicnce, being the third 
andlaſt partof their Vow ; I will not go about to 
uſe any Theolopicall definitions or proofs, to tell 
what Obedience is, and how it oughtto bee per. 
formed ; forit is beyond my element ; and the. 
| Coblerschecke ſhall be my warning ,-I will not 
goc altra'crepidum*: but as I firſt determined, fo: 
I will proceed; that is,-to declare in whit fort: 
they performe their vow of Obediencs;refertii 
it to the. cenſure.of the judicious, whether they 
doe wellor no. tn 
| Ttiscertainrhattheſefillywomen thao miiz{ed 
it blindnefle,do liven very ſervile obeUiente un- / 
to their Superioursz andin ſuch fort that without 
ſtanding,ta diſcuſſe'or exatnine the thing that is 
| comanded them,whether itbe lawful or ro,they 
willreadily performe it.*For their ghoftly father. 
| hath compoſed ſundry Treatifes for them of O- 
bedience; wherein hee pronounceth ho lefle than 
damnation for the texſt (cruple or heſitationin the 
performance of their ſupetiours commands, And 
here let me tell the aforeſaid (4) Father Newman, 


| 
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| 


| 
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d I: behoveth 
father Newm#* | 


dit to looke of 
thi. Tre lie al-! 
{0 hath hee done 
with certain me- 
ditations upon | 
the Paſiion , | 
which he reque- + 
feed father lokn . 
Kenſington, an | 
Englijth leſuite 
at St, Rocks in 
Lisbon , to per- 
uſe £& approve: 
being gelded 
likewiſe «« the 
"ther books of 
Ibedience were. 
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| him, which isthis : Having made theſe bookes of | 
' Obedience, he cauſed me to write them out faire, 
| omitting in many places a leate , and-in ſome two | 
or three together , which contained any falſe do- 
| &rine,and pnallowable perſwafions todraw them | 
| | to obedience in unlawfull things;and being finiſh. | 
cd in this ſort, he brings them to Father Newmay 
to be figned with his approbation and teſtimony, | 
that there was nothing in them repugnant tothe | 
Catholique Faith z which being done, hee then | 
interſerteth and ſoweth in the aforeſaid omitted | 
| 


| 


2d. 4... — 
. 


leaves, and ſo delivereth them to his daughrers to 
be practiſed, who take the approbation at the end 
of the book fora {ufficient warranty ofall the do- 
Qrine therein contained. And this is a principall 
furtherance to his ſacrilegious luſts : for] am ve: | 
| rily per[waded thatnot oneamongſt them wil(for 
| fearc of being diſobedient) refuſe to come to his 

' ]bed whenſoever he commands them: & that they 
doc ſo, I have manifeſtly ſeeneand knowne. For 
* when I have bin his Chamberlaine inthe abſence 
4 and timesof drunkennes of the Familiar aforeſaid, | 
| having a Key to the chamber doore, I have come 
fomctimes unawares early in a morning , when 
; one might have ſcene as great a miracle as Scog- 
gin ſpake of when hee tookea Friera bed with a 
whorc.and called one to fee a wonder,v:iz.a Frier 
with foure legs. And now I will a little digrefle 
to aske a queſtion.of my. 7gnatine , who are the 
chicfe teachers and allowers of equivocationand | 
mentall evaſion ; whether theſe kinde-hearted 
({oulcs, being profeſſed Nuns, and having vowed | 


never 


* 
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never to come over the threſhold , did breake 


- 


their vow or no, in comming — agrate? If | | 
they ſay they did : why, their ghoſtly Father will 
diſpence with their vow: but if they ſay they did 
not; (asT thinke-they will) whatthen © Marry.I | 
think that when their black Synagogues at Rowe, : 
FYalladelid,and Sivill doe ſend forth their locuſts | 
into England;and they chanceto bait by the way | 
at L4bon, as they doc oftentimes, they deſerve to 
,eater commons with old Father Seth for their le- 
gitimation of theaftion. And to the end that no 
man ſhould doubt ;but a Jeſuit hath acarnall affe- : 
Rion, as well asa ſpirituall, to any of his ghoſtly > 
children, irthall no: be amiffe to interſertaimerry | 
Talc for the Readers recreation, of one: Father 
Strange an Engliſh Jeſuite , as it was reported for 
table talkeby a Nun of this houſc to her ghoſtly - 
Father; ſhe having then beene a chamber-maid in 
the place-where it was.done. ' . | 
This Father Strange was a yong man, and had 
been lately beforeprofeſtand prieſted among the 
Jefuits:and being come of good friends, 8 tender- 
| ty brought up in England, he fell very ſick ſhort- 
ly after hisprofeſſion,perhapsby reaſonof the un. 
who)ſomneſle of the ayre, which neither at Rome 
nor Y alladolid is very pleaſant: wheruponthe ob-| 
tained licenſe of the. ReFor to goe into Evgland, 
wherche hoped bethto recover his health,and to 
imploy his talenr of Prieſthood , for the reducing 
of Hereticks to the Catholike Church of Rowe. 
And being arrived , he tooke up this Nuns Ladies 
Chamber for one of his places of .rendezvors : 
| D 2 wherel 
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| { where it ſofcll our;that as this-ſifter A#»e(for that 
is her name)ſate ſowing with her back to: her La- 
| dics back,and the Jeſuits; who.were fitting by the 
| fire; ſhe chancedto looke upon a great Looking- 
| glafſewhich hung right before her, wherein ſhe ex 
ſpied whar paines the late ſicke- Jeſuite rooke ta 
| ſhrive her Lady : neither had he ended his ſhritt, 
| before he alſo eſpied her looking inthe glafie;and 
| ſuſpeting thar ſhe had ſeenall,(as intleed ſhthad) 
[8 Skeemigie | Bhetook her afide in private, and tol&her that ho 
| pave Yowre ty | was fleſhand blood , and couldabſtaine no-mare 
fooutd nv pe than another man; alchoughAat his profeflion hee. 
| >Hen trees 3 had vowed chaſtity: and uſing many pertwations | 
ens | rowinhertobeſcerct,he promited her,that if the 
| 20d « her | ſtood in-needof a ghoſtly Father to abſolve her 
| — «ſe: ord! } from any of her ſweet (ins, (as he calledthele) he | 
| Father Foſter | Would be theman ſhould db ir; neither'thould her 
{ & 3:24940: 2he | penance be over-burthenfome untoher.' | || 
"I By which may appeate both the catnall affeti- 
on of a Jeſuit,andrhe chaſtand ſober converſation 
| of a profeft Nunandtherghaſtly Father : ofthe 
| Icſvit in doing ir; of her, in not ſhaming totell itas | 
| | a tale for recreation; and of the old Fornicator,in 
| making himſelfe merry at the hearing of it; yea, | 
| | and reporting it againe in his jolly humour, to my | 
felfe, and one Father Y#0/47 aFrier of the houſe; | 
| among a great ſort of fuch like invetives'which | 
| he uſed againſt the Jeſuits, becauſe. a little before T | 
| | prponyeg 
| came away, they went about (if it had beene pol- | 
{ible)to extrude the ſucceſſion of any more Friers 
| inthe Houſe, and to bring itunder their governe- 
e > . o__.» 
| ment ; which I believe they will erelong _ | 
| or i 
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ſuirs,neygs toordajnany mare Friers inthe houle, 
that fo for. wana ſuccefiors; irmay of force fall 
intotheir hands ; and upon this coaitionthe Jer 


ſuites permit him to live quietly ; which, it he 


againſt him of ſuadry,of-his prankes , which;they: 
know well enough. And 1t it be {0-(as ike t&1s); 
the Nuns have no knowledge theredf, for he tees 
dceth them with hope of making new- Brothers, 
which they ſ{ceme earneſtly to-wilh for: (4) and 
they wouldotien tell me,rhey bopede'relorgto 
{ce mer a-profeſt brother of the Govews 2: but (it 
pleaſed God to diſpoſe better for me, and not:to 


| luffer me-to be any longer lulled in fin.and ſyper- 


(tition ; for aftex 1 had beene two yeares and at 
baſte-withthem,d found amegnesr9 freemy felto 
from them , before Thad made any pyofeſſion or 
yow of Religion, citherto that ax any ether Or- 
dex.: for I: wlaiply Jaw, that theſe were-led by a 
wrong guide, who was: fo deepe. plunged, and 
had centinued-ſo long in all wickedne 


cording to; that ſaying , Conſuedyar peccands, tolit 
ſenſme peeeaii. For be ſhamed notgunder pretext of 
Religion, to. perſwageayorgmanya Merebart in 


b owne elder brother of his eſtate 5 which matter 


wan li. 


crs,andadventured their ſtocke: joyntly rogether: 
| D 3 : the 


and dif- 
| ſembling, that hewas grown inſen(tþble ot-fin; ac- 


Los ot 


| 1 þ 
For I was told. by an Engliſh Jeſpit at the Gourt: DEN 
of Sp4ine, that father Foſter is bound. untg the Je- 
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ſhould not obſerve, they would quickly informe | | 


| Licboy, (one How doo you caibhim) to.defrand his | Preteen are 


Theſe two hrechren were by;profe ſion Jewel-: 


a The Nunnes 
thouzht ſurely | 
it ſhould be /0, 
and if he did not 
meane /0, yet [ 
was loth to truſ# 
toit,in regard of | 
ha daily earneſt-. 
eſſe with mee' 
concerning that 
matter. 


b Theſe two 


both living in 
Lisben ar this 
pre/ent,and well. 
>nowne t0 moſt 
Engliſhmen that 
uſe Portugall, 


hn me 
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the yonger brother (for that he was a Batchielor) 
being factor for it beyond the ſeas. At length ha- 
ving made many good returnes, hee tooke up his 
abode in Libox,asa place moſt convenient for his 
trade; and falling into familiarity with this father 
Fofter,and father Fleoda Jefuit, who then lived in | 
Lubes,they perlwaded himto become a Romanc 
Catholike , and ſoſoone as he could get his bre- 
thers ſtock againe into hishands, to-profefſe him- | 
ſelte ſuch; which he accordingly did : and ſo (be- 
ing inſtructed by them, that it was meritoriousto 
couzen an Hereticke,, as they account all Prote-- 
ſtants) defrauded his brother, and would cometo 
no accompts with him , relying upon the fuppor- 
tation of theſe Hypocrites,0n whom he beſtowed 
| liberal almes;giving them many faire piftures for 
their Chutch, and a'Horſe of 20 wl-res price, ro 
fetch home their proviſions tothe Houſe, beſides 
divers other things: whilſt in the meanec time his 
brother was undone, and could get nothing at his 
hands by law yin regard hee was a Proteſtant: 
Whereupon hee was faine ro petitioniii Exeland 
for redtefſe many times, & yer could not prevaile 
to recover any thing: yea, he refuſed to come into 
his owne Countrey, .or to obey-the command of 
| the'Councell ;in giving ſatisfation for what hee 
| | had'in his hands. At length the Lotd Reſſe come- 
| ming Ambaſſaderinto Spaive , and ſtaying by the \ 
| way at Lbon, (where hee landed) decided the 
matter betwixt them ; and articles of agreement 
were drawne by Father Newmas, which my ſelte, 
afterward wrate out faire for them : the tenour 


— where- 
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| debts which eitherof them @@ght : allo'tharthey: 


| eſtate ro be far better than the others, commeth 
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whereof was this ineffe@: That cither ofthe bro- 
thers ſhould by a day prefaxed , bring ina juſt ac- 
count of all debts due unto them,as ltkewile of all 


ſhould bring in all ſuch monies and. goods as'did 
any way as their owne belong unto them:and that 


ly, laid open their eſtates. And this being done; 
their debts which they ought, were tobe paid out 
of the whole ſumme, and the debts which were 
owing to thear, were to beadded unto it ; and fo 
they to ſhare equally betwixt them whatſoever 
remained, that by this meanes their eſtates might 
be both alike. Now a few daics before this was 
to be put in effect, the yonger brother knowing his 


very penfiycly to his ghoſtly father old Foſter for 
 counſell; who inſtructed him rocome tothe Ab- 
beſle, and ſome other of the Siſters ar their grate, 
where they uſe to talke with ſtraogers, & there to 
tell the that he was weary of the troubles & vex- 
ations which attended a Merchants life: and'ther- 
| fore he would renounce the world, and become a 
religious man ; and ſeeing that God had beſtowed 
ſufficient wealth on him, he could doe no better, | 
than to impart it tothent; being ſuch holy Saints 
as had prefer'd that kind of life ina ſtrange coun- 
try, before all worldly content intheir own. And 
thereupon at his fained requeſt, they ſent their 
horſe to his houſe, and had him laden backe with 


oy ſhould both depoſe and ſweare,thar they had | 
truly 


plate. jewels and mony,which my ſe!fe helped to 
take fromthe Horſe backe, and carry into Foſters 
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Cell. He hadlikewifeatthat time a preat quatitity | 
| of Cochemill in ſundry baps, being itt lexft foure- | 

tcene or fifteene hu weight , amounting-to 
nofinal[ſummc ofn8ny,which hehad a littke be- 
fotebought of che-Imaiuy Bleet, who that yeete, 
and about that time put into Z/iben 4 and this was 
bronght-into the Nunnery by-night out of the 
Ships ; to defraud the King: of: his fight, ahdiwvas 
under a-colour, together with the other things , 
given to the Siſters of the Houſe. Ry which 
| dealing he ſo imbezeled his eſtate; that when his 
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| (meaning. becauſe hee-had. done with his Bro- 
f ther) and that he perceived it was fot Gods will 
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| againe, after hee had by theſe equiyocations and | | 

evaſions defrauded his brother, | 

And now leſt this Treatiſe ſhould riſe to an 

| over-big Volume, I will haſten to an end , after I 
have in a few words ſet downe the-manner of my | 
departure from them, which was thus : 
| AfﬀeerlI had continued with them for the ſpace 

of two yeares anda halfe,and had plainly percei- | 
ved , that all their outward ſhew of holineſle was 
rothing but difſimulation, hypocrifie, and luſtfull | 
facriledge, I wg to.confider in what a miſera-. 
ble eſtate I ſhould be, if God ſhould at that time 
call me out of theworld;for 1 could well fay with 
the Poct,Y ideo meliora,proboque,deteriora ſequor-1 | 
ſaw & allowed of the beſt way, yet followed the 
worlſt: at length the feare of my ſoules health,and 
a naturall affection to my kindred and country ſo | 
| wrought with me,that I waxed reſolute in my de- | 
| termination of forſaking them: . but not knowing 
how to effect my purpoſe without hazard of my 
life(for they would have poyſoned me if they had 
| knowne T-would have gone from them,becanſe1 | 
ſhould not betray their ſecrets ) it came in my. 
mind to draw out certaine Articles-in manner of 
an information againſt them, which I thought to | 
exhibitto the chiefe Inquiſitors of the- Citie. And | | BEI 
this might haye beene very dangerous unto me, if | grave hu 2te- | 
| they ſhoold-not have proceeded according to E- | river for forſa- | 
quity; of which I was doubtfull, tearing that* ma- —_— | 
ny great men of other Mpnaſteries(being-perhaps | and omiſs Fe | 
in the ſame predicament). would have ſtogped the | /i2707,9/ter he | 
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tor the credit.ot a Monaſtica!l life , as is mary 
times done : yet notwithſtanding I was reſolved 
to undertake this courſe, and had provided my 
Articles,which were theſe : y WV 
I. That Father Seth,alias Joſeph Foſter,che Con- 
| feſſor of the Eng'iſh Nunnes of S*Bridgets Order in 
Lisbon,did compell divers youths his countrymen,a- 
gaink their wils toremaine with him in the houſe - 
who if they had any good affettion to the RomiJh Ca- 
tholike_ faith before they came there', were ſdone 
brought into diſlike of it,by reaſon of the if govern- 
ment which is uſed in the houſe. And of this fort I 
could have inſtanced in twenty, who within a few 
yceres have bin recorded in their Regiſter-book, 
for Apoſtate rut.awayes. 
2. He would daily without any companion 20 into 
the Nunnes Cloiſter or ſide,aud remaine there halfe a | 
day tozether, yea and ſometime ſit and dine at their 
| Table with them, but every day in their ſight, which 
 expreſly againſt their Rule, And this I could haye | 
proved by the teſtimony of divers Portrgefes our 
| neighbours.who frequenting the h6uſe, have of- 
tentimes obſerved and: feene him going in, 4nd 
| comming torth, and have ſpoken of itto my ſelfe 
| and others. Alfo the Nunnes themfelves' would | 
have avouched.- it upon their examinations; - - - 
3. He hath in his Cell;where he hedrerh'tBeiv con: 
| 


a 


feſfion,a Grate,which I can fhew how he nſtth totake | 

downe with a ſleight, thorow which the Nunnes paſſe | 

. | $0 his be by night. Andfor the firrher avouchkin 

| of this;Þ woukd have broughtin the drunken famt- 

| liar aforeſaid, who wil many times in his drinke, 
» / tell ; 
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tell how he helped to make it ftrnie,againſta time 
when there was-a viſtcation intended by the Popes 
Nuxcio, and expected by them of the Houſe , al- 
| though it was not performed. | 

4. That in many yeeres paſt there never came any 
V ifitour to the Houſe ,to examine & underſtand their 
grievances;xcither havethey any Confefſor extraor- 
dinary,as all other Religious hane;to who they might 
freely complaine of their Supertaurs oppreſiions. And 
this needed ſmaltproofe, tor it would ſoone have 
been apparanr enough of it ſelfe. 

5. Through hs politike plotting he cauſeth whos 
he liſt to be elected Abbeſſe(tor they hold their pla- 
ces but three yeeres) and her to diſpoſe of the houſe 
as hee thinketh good. This alſo the Nunnes them- 

{ {clves would quickly complaine of, if they had 
one to bearetheir complaint. 

6. That my ſelfe (betug divers times called into 
the Nunns partition or ſide,to helpe them to nayle up 
boards, ſet up their Vines in the walkes of their Gar- 
| den, do ſuch like things which women could net [0 

well do) aid chance to make 4 hole in a hollow place in 
4a wal (which had bin latelier daubed up then thereft) 
70 ſet up a ſpar to underprop the Vines ; out of which. 
hole I pl d ſundry bones of ſome dead children, and 
left many more remaining behind. And this the 1 
place it ſelfe wouldteſtifie to be true. —- 

Having thus provided my Articles in a readi- 4 
neſſe,lI abſented my ſelfe from helping the Prieſt , 
at Mafle that day, who being ready to gointothe | | 
Church,and miſſing me, was faineto take another. 
Clerke, whilſt I walked up and downe my _ 
E 3 er | 
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ber, witha reſolute mind to depart the houſe. At 
length commeth Father Foſter, {tor he uſed every 
| day.to viſit me at unawares,to ſee if he conld:find | 
'me writing of any thing that diſliked him)8& eſpi- 
ed upon my table (which I had negligently for- 
got)a blotted Copy of my Articles,being the firſt 

draught of them : which when 1 ſaw him take up, 
I proffered to ſnatch out of his hand, but miſſed of 
my purpoſe; andtherupon went down the ſtaires, 
and ſo tooke my way out at the gates : but he (ha- 
ving ſoon perceived to whom they were directed) 
followed me amaine, and quickly overtooke me, 

yeaeven before I was paſt his owne wals; and de- 

manded of me what I meant by ſuch doings;Itold | 
him my intent ; and bade him peruſe the Articles 


at Jarge,giving him a faire copy of them out of my 
boſome, where I bad three or foure more. 

Bn: as ſoone as he had read them, he waxed pale 
as aſhes, & was ſo terrified, that he began:earneſt- 
ly to intreat me, that I ſhould not proceed in my 
purpoſe, and told me, that if I would beſecret, I 
ſhould have his good will to depart ; whercot be. 

ing glad, 1 not onely promiſed; bur performed ſe- 
erccie,(although indeed I ought not to have dore 
it) not bewraying any of his prankes to my neereſt 
acquaintance and friends ; untill ſuch time as ha- 
ving occaſiona few moneths after to be at L xbox. 
againe, heſuſpe&ed me unjuſtly oftelling tales of 
his houſe; & meeting me one day in the ſtreer, he 
called me to him, & told me, that if I did not pre- 
ſently depart the Citic, he would have my throat 


cut, Vpon which his devilliſh ſpeech I conld not 
BF refrain: 
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refrainany longer, butin theopenſtreetTtold him | 
of many of his ungodly actions which came to the 
hearing of divers of our Nation, being men. of | 
good quality, wherof ſome have teſtified in Eng. 
{and to honorable Perſonages in my. behalte how 
ready and willing I was to avouch and maintaine 
whatſoever is herein contained, and mnch more : 
which(although it be here omitted) I am ready at | 
all times truly ts-declare and ſet forth for the ſa- 
tisfaction of all that deſire it:but ſpecially for ſuch 
as have cither Daughters-or Kinſwomen-in that 
houſe,in whoſe behalf I am bound to 1ntreat their 
friends to enter intoa farther ſearch oftheir miſe. 
rable eftate and condition; and (having found my 
words true) to-uſe'meanes, if it be poſſible, to free 
them from ſuch horrible and ſacrilegious rapine 
and {poile; themſelves not being able to ſend any 
word thereof, becauſe all their Letters muſt beg1- | 
vento him to be ſent into England; which it they 
containe any thirg contrary to his mind, ſhall ne. 
ver be ſent: for he will peruſe them. And likewiſe 
when their friends ſend to them, the Letters muſt 
firſt come to his hands, wherein alſo if there be a- 
ny thing that he miſlikes,(forhe will breake them 
all up)they ſhall never know of it. And here I will 
conclude, hoping that the friendly Chriſtian Rea- 
der wilbe no way ſcandaliz'd with any thing here- 
incontained. But as for the curious and captious, 
(eſpecially Romaxiſts )ifthey tax me for any thing 
I have written, let them know,I havedone neitF er 
them nor any oftheir ſet any wrong in publiſhing 
the truth, If any of them.amongſt theſe inſuing 
| nant 
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| names finde either a Siſter or Kinfwoman, or 
Friend,let him ſigh to thinke on their mi'cry, and 
uſe his beſt indevours ro free them. I have net ſet 
downeall their names , becauſe I cannor well call 
them to remembrance; neither are many of theſe 
chriſten names the ſame which they had in Erg- 
{and,it being uſudll at the Biſhops confirmation to 
take what name/they will :as alſo ſome of the fir- 
names are not their true names indeed;for the Pa- 
piſts do many timeschange their names: but there 
are few of theſe which arenot right; and howſo- 
ever,they are knowne to their friends by theſe. 


The Friers of the Houſe. 
Seth,alias 1oſeph Foſter , Conteſlor. 


Tohz Vivian, 
Nicholas Barrowes, 
| Peter Conſul, a Familiar;that is,a Lay-brother,but 
a drunken one, God knowes. 


The Nunnes of the Houſe. 


Barbara Wiſeman, Abbeſle. 

1 Anne Wiſeman, Priorelle. 

Elizabeth Hart , Chantreſle. 

Anne Wharton, Trealureſle. 

4nne,alias Toſepha Bingham, Portreſle. 

Lucy Tohnſon , Notareſle, Lo 

Dorothy Fowler, Keeper of the Reliques and 
Church ſuffe. 

Bridget Browne, CT Daughters of Sir Anth. Browne, 

Lucy Brownt, Viſcount Montacate. 

Elizateth Preſion, ſometime Abbeſſe, but now'in 


[ two Prieſts. 
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diſgrace vvith olde FoFer, 
CAnne (Martin. 
Anne HMarkenfield, . | | 
Suſan Bacon. | 
Siftly Arundel. 
Margaret Smith, alias Becket, and her Siſter. 
HMandlin Shelly, 
Katherine Dendy, three of the Kitchin. 
Elizabeth Cole, 
Martha, | 
Clara Dowman, indeed Anne Foſter, the Confel- 
ſors Kinſwoman. 
Kath, Knightly, 4 two merry finging 
Mary Browne , £ aggs. 
| {nne, a Chambermaid of Sir Anth. Browne, 
| Mary Barnes, a welbeloved friend of Foſters, 
Mary Dimmock,.adiſcontented yong Nun. 
AM.Blinkſop,fallly reported by Father Fofter ro be 
allied to divers of the Nobility. 
Aeatha, | 
Elianor and Apzels, two Dutchwomen. | 
| Briget Mandanha, 
Maria Suarez , 6 three Portugeſes. 
Maria Rodriguez, 
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